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Points of View
West Fraser tells scenic stories en olein air

By Susan Su y
Portrait by Paua ingwolrh

he bright noonday light cuts through
an aquamanne pool. 1l5 dawn
warmth sertlG soflly on lhe Snarled

bnnches ot a live oak lre€. Aftemoon .als
weave rhrouSh the thicker of swamp sEs
and palmerrc scrub. wst F.ase. is a masler
aI depicting lhis evanecent qualiry

EJlabliih€d 6 charlsbn, soulh car-
olinab besFknom, most widely collecpd
contemporary arG! Fraser is an impr6sion-
ist who caplures the magic of place. Frcm
the Lowcounlry vislas he lov6 to exotic
scenes in faraway lan&, his paintings ende
fie very amospheE of their selting. "ught

West Fraser (lop) in his studio.

FACING: "lranarola," 2001, oilon linen,
20 x24".

is really whar my painrings are about," the
anisr explains. 'l u* composnioc lrom lite
rc produce paintin8s aboul light."

Frdser began his srudy of ltght at an
earty age. By the time he F"5 12, the young
anist wa! loting pain! and paper into the
madtime lor€srs and marshes ot Hilton Hcad,
south ca.olina. Fo. the la* three years,
Fr6er h6 worked on 20 paintings ol scenes
found in the uEpoiled landscape of Palmetb
Blull in Bluffton, an ars just euth of his
childhood stompinS grounils. Noq at the a8e
ot 50, he i! exploring the banier island! ot
South Carolina, as well as other local€s.
"What lm doing right now is wllat I've
alwaF said was rlty goal. €ven years ago
when r wa! a child," he saF. 'ln a sense, lm
painting the joys of ny youth."

Although Fruer received fomial art
tEining with a tocus on illustration aod

Sraphic a.rs at lhe Universtry ot 6eorgia, he
co$iders hirnself a self-Bugh! anist. As a
young rnan, he traveled the New England
coasdin€ tor three years, painting mariime
scen€s b€lorc seuling in Charl€srcn in 1984.
He condnued to €xplore marine composi-
lions several y€ars more, working in a r€llis'
dc. detailed watercolor techniqu€ lhar won
him recognition in galery and museum
exhibiions nationwide. But the anis! consid-
e.s the oil painting he began practicrng in
1989 a! the root ot his marure woik.

During this time, Fraser discovered
pleb'air oil painringl poEnrial ro capure
fie atrnosph.ric ellects of light as well as the
im€diacy of his oM experience as an artist
perceiving and faGlating th€ world around
him. He also discoveftd the plac6 and dmes
ot clay ihat intiigued him most a5 a paim€r-
panicular\ noctunes depictlng street scen6
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